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 Karen Mingst, the United Nations in the Post- Cold War, Westview Publisher, Boulder, 1999, p.25 
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 International Systemثالثاً: النظام الدولً  

اٌؼلالبد اٌذ١ٌٚخ ٠غزخذِّٙب  ِٓ اٌخٍط ث١ٓ ِف١ِٛٙٓ فٟ ٠ش١ش ثؼط أعبرزح اٌؼلالبد اٌذ١ٌٚخ إٌٝ أْ ٕ٘بن ٔٛػبُ

الأوبد١ّ٠ْٛ ثشىً غ١ش صح١ح، ٚ عبء ٘زا ثغجت اٌزشعّخ اٌخبطئخ ٌٍّصطٍح١ٓ. اٌّصطٍح الأٚي ٘ٛ: 

(System( :ٛ٘ ٟٔٚاٌضب )Order ٝح١ش ٠زشعُ الأٚي ثبٌٕظبَ، ٚ اٌضبٟٔ ثبٌٕظبَ ٠ٚخٍط ث١ٓ الاص١ٕٓ أٚ حز ،)

رزشعُ ثٕظبَ. فٟ ٘زا اٌىزبة، ٚوّب  (Orderاٚسدس)  ( ثبٌٕغك ٚوٍّخSystemثؼط الأح١بْ رزشعُ وٍّخ )

 رؼٕٟ ٔظبَ، لأْ أغٍت وزّبة  (Systemٔشاٖ ِٓ لشاءح اٌىزت الإٔى١ٍض٠خ فٟ الاخزصبص ٔغذ أْ وٍّخ )

، (Jhon Mearsheimerٚعْٛ ١ِششب٠ّش)، (Kenneth Waltzاٌؼلالبد اٌذ١ٌٚخ، ِضً: و١ٕ١ش ٌٚزض )

ششز١ٓ ٠ش١شْٚ إٌٝ وٍّخ ٔظبَ ثّؼٕٝ أْ ٕ٘بن ٚحذاد ٠زفبػً ثؼعٙب ِغ ٚاٌج٠ٛ١ْٕٛ ع١ّؼبً ِضً: إِب٠ًٛٔ ٌٚ

ثؼط، ٠ٕٚزظ ػٓ ٘زا اٌزفبػً ِخشعبد ٌٙب أصش٘ب ػٍٝ اٌٛحذاد اٌفبػٍخ، ٚأٞ رغ١١ش فٟ دٚس أٞ فبػً أٚ أ٠خ 

ٚحذح لذ ٠غ١ش فٟ طج١ؼخ اٌّخشعبد، ٚثذٚسٖ ٠ؤصش ػٍٝ عٍٛن اٌٛحذاد الأخشٜ. فٕحٓ ٔمٛي: إْ اٌزٍفبص ٘ٛ 

( فٕٙبن ِىضفبد ِٚمبِٚبد ٚرشأغغزٛس ٚشبشخ، وٍٙب رزفبػً، ٚوً ِٕٙب ٠ؤدٞ Orderَ ١ٌٚظ )أٚسدس( )ٔظب

اٌذٚس اٌزٞ ٚظغ ِٓ أعٍٗ لاعزمجبي اٌصٛسح،ٚاٌصٛد وّٕزظ. ٚإرا اخزً ػًّ اٌشبشخ أٚ اٌّىضف ع١ؤدٞ إٌٝ 

ًف١ٗ اٌىٛاوت ٚإٌغَٛ اٌزٟ  خًٍ فٟ شىً أٚ طج١ؼخ ػًّ اٌٛحذاد الأخشٜ. وزٌه ٔمٛي: إْ ٕ٘بن ٔظبِبً  شّغ١ب

فزؼٕٟ ٚعٛد ٔٛع  (Order( )ٔغمبً( شّغ١بً . أِب وٍّخ الأٚسدس )Orderرىْٛ ٘زا إٌظبَ، ٚلا ٔمٛي أْ ٕ٘بن )

ً ، فٕمٛي ٕ٘بن ٔغك ١ٌجشاٌٟ فٟ إٌظبَ  ِٓ اٌزشارج١خ أٚ إٌغم١خ ث١ٓ ٚحذاد ِؼ١ٕخ لذ رشىً ٔظبِب

أٚ ٔمٛي إْ اٌٛلا٠بد اٌّزحذح رحبٚي أْ رجٕٟ ، (Liberal Order in the International Systemاٌذٌٟٚ)

(Order)  ٚوّب وبْ أ٠بَ الإِجشاطٛس٠خ اٌجش٠طب١ٔخ فٟ اٌمش١ٔٓ اٌضبِٓ ػشش ٚاٌزبعغ ػشش. لٛاَ ٘زا إٌغك أ

(Order اٌفىش ا١ٌٍجشاٌٟ اٌمبئُ ػٍٝ اٌحش٠خ اٌفشد٠خ ٚاٌحش٠خ الالزصبد٠خ ٚاٌزغبسح اٌحشح، ٚاٌحش٠بد ٛ٘ )

( رغؼٝ اٌذٚي ٌجٕبئٗ ٚثٕبء ػلالبد د١ٌٚخ ػٍٝ أعبط ١ٌجشاٌٟ أٚ Order. ٔحٓ ٔشٜ أْ الأٚسدس )اٌغ١بع١خ

فبٌٕظبَ ٠ٕزظ ػٓ  . أ٠ذ٠ٌٛٛعٟ ثٕٛع آخش، ٌٚىٓ إٌظبَ ٠ٛعذ ثغط إٌظش ػٓ إسادح اٌٛحذاد اٌفبػٍخ )اٌذٚي(

فٟ إٌظبَ اٌذٌٟٚ. حزٝ إْ ٘ذٌٟ  اٌزفبػً ا١ٌِٟٛ ٌٍمٜٛ اٌفبػٍخ، ٚرزحذد ث١ٕزٗ ثزٛص٠غ اٌمٛح ث١ٓ اٌمٜٛ اٌؼظّٝ

 ٠ش١ش إٌٝ ٚعٛد ثؼط  (The Anarchical Societyفٟ وزبثٗ اٌّغزّغ اٌفٛظٛٞ ) (Hedley Bullثٛي  )
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ٚثشىً ، (Orderاٌمٛاػذ ٚإٌّبرط ِٓ اٌغٍٛن اٌّزفك ػ١ٍٙب فٟ اٌّغزّغ، ٚ٘زا ٠شىً إٌغك أٚ الأٚسدس )

   طٛػٟ رجٕٝ، ٚرٛظغ ٘زٖ اٌمٛاػذ.

فٟ  وج١شاً ٚرمذِبً ،٘بئلًا ٍّبء اٌغ١بعخ ِفَٙٛ إٌظبَ ِٓ اٌؼٍَٛ اٌطج١ؼ١خ ح١ش حممذ ٘زٖ اٌؼٍَٛ رطٛساًخز ػٚلذ أ

ف اٌؼٍّبء اٌؼبٍِْٛ ٌٍؼب١ٍِٓ فٟ ِغبي اٌؼٍَٛ الاعزّبػ١خ. ٚلذ ػشّ حبفضاً ِغبي اٌجحش اٌؼٍّٟ اٌزٞ شىً ثذٚسٖ

  ، ٠ٕٚزظ ػٓ ٘زٖجؼطثثؼعٙب ٕٙب ػلالبد ٠ؤصش غبي اٌؼٍَٛ اٌطج١ؼ١خ إٌظبَ ػٍٝ أٔٗ ٚحذربْ أٚ أوضش ث١فٟ ِ

:ِٓ اٌّخشعبد. ٌٚزٌه ٠ّىٓ أْ ٔمٛي اٌؼلالبد شىلًا

International Relations and Foreign Policy 

James 

RosenauHarold Sprout & Margret Sprout

 

 



12 

 

    SIA Academy  2008 © حمٛق اٌجشٔبِظ ِحفٛظخ

These Training &teaching Courses are the property of LIA Program, reproduction, copying of this material is prohibited by law. 

 

 

 

 ؟هل نحتاج إلى نظسٌة لدزاسة العلاقات الدولٍة

 

Philosophy of ScienceEpistemology

Methodology

The Logic of Scientific Discovery

ParadigmThomas S. KuhnThe 

Structure of the Scientific Revolution

Paradeigma

 

 

                                                 

 

20
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 Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics, Addison Wesley, New York, 1979,P.2  
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 Paul Viotti, Mark Kuppi, International Relations Theory, Pearson. 5
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 ,London,2012, p. 15  
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 Kenneth Waltz, Man State, and War, Columbia university Press, New York, 1959 
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الذيه، البيئت الىفسيت لصبوع  شخصيت صبوع القرار، الأيذيولوجيت،

القرار، الحسبببث والخطأ ببلحسبببث، تصوّر صبوع القرار، 
لصبوع القرار، البيئت المبديت لصبوع  رون والمسبعذونالمستشب
 القرار.

طبيعت الىظبم السيبسي، البيروقراطيبث، الرأي العبم، اللوبيبث، الاقتصبد، مراكز 
 بحب الأ

 .دور المىظمبث الذوليت و القبوون الذولي، الأحلاف، شركبث عببرة للحذودبىيت الىظبم الذولي، 
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    لأنطىلىجًا                                               ابستمىلىجً                               جًمثىدولى
 

                                                                                                            

     الري نسٌد معسفته                                                                                                                                    
 

 ماذا نستطٍع أن نعسف عنه                                                                                   
 

 سفةطسٌقة الىصىل للمع          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ماهٍة الري نسٌد أن 

نعسفه، وجىد المساد 

 معسفته؟ 

 

كٍف نحصل على 

الطسق التً نتبعها  المعسفة  

 ىل على المعسفةللحص
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  Thucydides, The peloponse war. Princeton,New Jersy,1967 
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30
  Edward Halt Carr, The twenty years' crisis 1919-1939, 2d ed. (London: Macmillan 1946, p. 63-4). 

31
 .87-8ِشعغ عبثك، ص  
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  Hans Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations, 7
th
 ed. New York: Knoff 1966, p. 25. 
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 Jhon Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, Norton, New York, 2010, p. 23 
34

  Paul Viotti, Mark Kuppi, International Relations Theory; Positivism and Beyond, New York, 

Pearson, p. 34. 
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  Thucydides, the peloponesian war. 
36

  Thucydides, The peloponesian war. 
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  Thucydides, The peloponaesian War. 
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 232-230، ص2004عْٛ ث١ٍ١ظ ٚ عز١ف ع١ّش،  ػٌّٛخ اٌغ١بعخ اٌؼب١ٌّخ، رشعّخ ِشوض اٌخ١ٍظ ٌلأثحبس، دثٟ،  
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As it is Not As it ought to be" 

                                                 
39

  Paul R. Viotti, Mark V. Kauppi, International Relations. Theory: Realism, Pluralism, Globalism, 

New York, Mac Milan, 1987, p. 36. 
40

 .Paul Viotti, Mark Kuppi, p. 37 ِشعغ عبثك  
41

 .38ِشعغ عبثك، ص  
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  Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, edited by Oakeshattl, New York, Collier Mac-Milan, 1974, Book 1, 

chapter, 13. 
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 Book 1, Chapter 13, p. 101 ِشعغ عبثك  
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GLOSSARY OF 

KEY TERMS 
 

 

Anarchy A description of the non-hierarchical politics said to be characteristic of 

international relations. Anarchy literally means‘the lack or absence of ruler’ and is 

used by some international relations scholars (especially realists) to describe the 

condition in which states find themselves in international politics. The term is 

frequently employed to suggest that there is a fundamental difference international 

and domestic political life. 

Balance-of-Power A common image of international relations designed to capture 

the constant adjustment and readjustment of the principal actors as they attempt to 

create a reasonably stable international system. The ‘balance of power’ might relate 

to the actual distribution of power between states (in terms of their material 

capabilities) but it also might be used to refer to an ideal state of stability. For some 

realists such a balance is a triumph of diplomatic manoeuvring, for others it is the 

inevitable consequence of rational self-interest. 

Bipolarity An understanding of international relations that stresses the existence of 

two major centres of power (or poles). These will usually consist of a number of 

states who have aligned themselves to two particular powers. The Cold War is 

understood as an era marked by bipolarity. For neo-realists like Kenneth Waltz, 

bipolarity constitutes the most stable system of international relations. 

Bretton Woods Institutions The collective name given to those institutions 

established for the purpose of managing the world economy at the 1944 Bretton 

Woods Conference in New Hampshire. These organizations are the World Bank 

(formally known as the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development) 

and the International Monetary Fund. 

Cold War Name given to the era of international history that lasted from 

approximately 1947 to 1990. The Cold War era saw most of the world divided into 

two ideological camps allied to one of the two ‘superpowers’ (the USA and the 

USSR). It was labeled the Cold War because all-out conflict never occurred between 

the two powers (although there were plenty of proxy wars that took place with the 

support of the superpowers during this era, for example in Korea, Vietnam and 

Angola). The Cold War is perhaps the most obvious instance of a bipolar system. 

Collective security States working together to ensure their common security 

interests.Specifically, the idea of collective security is invoked to suggest that an 
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attack on any one member of the collective is an attack on all members of the 

collective and therefore subject to a collective response. Ideas of collective security  

 

underpinned the founding of the League of Nations, the United Nations and the 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization as well as many other regional security treaties. 

Complex interdependence a central idea in neo-liberal institutionalism.The claim 

is that there are multiple channels of political interaction between states, 

multinational corporations, NGOs and IGOs and that a proper understanding of IR 

must take account of this fact. 

 

Cosmopolitanism Most often associated with normative liberal theory, 

cosmopolitanism is committed to individualism and Critical theory primarily 

associated with specific strands of Marxist scholarship, critical theorists have sought 

to challenge the way in which ‘common sense’ ways of thinking act to shore up 

systems of social, political and economic inequality. Critical theory is often 

associated with the work of various Neo-Gramscian scholars such as Robert Cox. 

We have focused on these theorists in this book; however, it is also worth noting 

that another important strand of critical theory scholarship draws upon the work of 

early twentieth century philosophy associated with the Frankfurt school. Critical 

theory differs from postmodernism largely because of its Marxist roots, which give 

it a much greater emphasis on emancipatory social change. 

Democratic peace thesis the empirical claim, associated primarily with Michael 

Doyle that democratic states do not go to war with one another. This is often cited as 

one of the advantages of liberal policies. The idea of democratic peace can also be 

seen as early as Woodrow Wilson’s attacks on autocracy and secret diplomacy in 

1919.Recent Bush administration policies emphazising democracy promotion and 

‘regime change’ also reflect notions of democratic peace. Diaspora the term given 

to members of a particular national, ethnic or religious community living outside of 

their traditionally defined communal boundaries. For example, the term ‘Italian 

Diaspora’ is employed to describe the many thousands of people of Italian descent 

living around the world. 

Emancipatory (as in emancipatory theory) an emancipatory theory is one that 

recognises that one of the goals of theory is a commitment to overthrowing an 

exiting social order and thereby generating positive change for (particularly 

oppressed) groups of people. Within IR emancipatory approaches are associated 

with Marxism (including the work of the Neo-Gramscians) and feminism. 

Emancipatory theories are therefore normative theories; however, not all normative 

theories are emancipatory theories because they lack a commitment to radical social 

change. Empiricism The argument that the world consists of facts that exist 
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independently of the observer and whose meaning and significance can be known 

simply by observation. Facts are therefore viewed as being out there in the ‘real  

 

world’ and can be studied objectively.universalism and to the construction of a 

global political order in which these core values can be effectively promoted. Core 

among the concerns of cosmopolitans are the promotion of human rights, global 

economic justice and the insistence that sovereign borders are not moral 

boundaries.1 

It can be contrasted with the emphasis on social constructivism that is found in 

much recent international relations scholarship where by the argument is made that 

the observer drawing upon prior experience of the world, conveys meaning on 

particular ‘facts’ on the basis of that experience. English school theories The 

‘international society’ approach to IR theory, often referred to as the ‘English 

school’, is characterized by its attempts to avoid the polarization seen in the debates 

between realists and liberals and by its commitment to the study of what Hedley 

Bull, one of the school’s most important contributors, called ‘the anarchical 

society’. As this term suggests, the English school approach not only recognizes that 

anarchy is a structural feature of international relations but also recognizes that 

sovereign states form a society that uses conceptions of order and justice in its 

rhetoric and its calculations. The approach thus looks at balance of power and 

international law, great power politics and the spread of cosmopolitan values. The 

great strength of the approach is its refusal to engage with the positivist 

methodological turn in IR. Rather than adopt a positivist social science approach to 

the study of world affairs it offers a ‘methodologically pluralist’ approach to IR 

drawing on the study of history, philosophy and law. 

Epistemology The branch of philosophy that explores questions concerning the 

origin and authority of knowledge. In IR we ask epistemological questions right at 

the outset of our explorations such as ‘how do we come to know the essential nature 

of international politics’. The answer to such basic questions can have a profound 

effect on your study particularly if you decide that we cannot know anything about 

morality and must content ourselves with studying the world scientifically. 

Feminism Feminist IR scholars raise concerns about the absence of a concern with 

gender issues in the discipline. On the one hand, this is witnessed in the absence of 

women as a category and, on the other hand, in the failure to recognise how the core 

categories and tools of analysis employed in IR reflect gendered assumptions and 

biases. Feminism is, therefore, a critical post-positivist approach to the study of IR 

challenging the relationship between men, masculinity and power in the discipline. 

But it is also anormative project rooted in the concerns of feminist scholarship 

about improving the role and position of women around the world. Foreign direct 
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investment when multinational corporations set up subsidiary operations (e.g. a 

factory) in another state. 

 

Global civil society a term that is used to refer to the emerging networks of non-

governmental organizations, social and protest movements that have become a 

feature of international politics today. 

Global governance a contested term that is used to refer to the various ways in 

which power and authority operates at an international level. Sometimes this is 

allied to a critique of the way in which processes of global governance structure 

global systems of inequality, subordination and exploitation. For some, however, 

global governance concerns the study of intergovernmental organizations and how 

practical solutions can be found to pressing global problems (such as climate change 

or developing principles for humanitarian intervention). Hegemony In 

conventional IR theory, hegemony refers to the dominance of one particular state in 

world politics. However, hegemony infers more than mere unipolarity, it is not just 

about how much power a state has, it is concerned more with the idea of influence. 

Hegemony is used not only to explain the dominance of a particular state but also to 

show the mechanisms through which that state’s power is maintained. This might 

include imperial possessions, military capabilities, economic might, effective 

dominance of multilateral institutions etc. Within Neo-Gramscian accounts 

hegemony is also employed to explain how the influence of a particular state (or 

more specifically a set of transnational class forces) is not simply down to coercive 

capacity – it also reflects an ideological power. The coercive power of states 

committed to the expansion of a global capitalist system is therefore backed by 

mechanisms for engendering consent – which can include cultural forces such as the 

media, consumerism and individualism. 

Humanitarian intervention In general terms humanitarian intervention refers to 

the interference in the internal affairs of a state by another state, coalition of states, 

regional or intergovernmental organization on humanitarian grounds. The term is 

often defineto refer only to the use of military force leaving other forms of 

intervention (economic sanctions for example) aside. The idea that there are 

circumstances when such interventions are legitimate has caused much debate in 

political, legal and scholarly circles as the idea conflicts fundamentally with the 

principle of sovereignty. 

 

Issues in the debate include whether or not the UN should formally recognise a right 

or duty of humanitarian intervention at all, if so what actions should render a state 

liable to intervention (genocide, tyranny, civil war and the breakdown of civil 
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society are candidates here), and what responsibilities the intervening parties assume 

for the future of the target state. 

 

 

Idealism A liberal internationalist approach to the study of IR that is viewed as 

emerging after the First World War. Commonly idealism is associated with the US 

President Woodrow Wilson. Wilson’s Fourteen Points are often viewed as 

something of an idealist manifesto. Idealism is a term that was rarely employed by 

its adherents and as an approach to international relations; it was derided by the 

scholar E.H. Carr as ‘Utopianism’. International political economy (IPE) An 

approach to the study of international politics that concerns the study of the 

relationship between (international) politics and economics. Much IPE scholarship 

has focused on explaining the relationship between the state and the market (or 

market actors such as multinational corporations). IPE scholarship has focused on 

issues such as financial markets, global governance and international organizations, 

global firms and production, economic regionalism – and most significantly 

globalization. More recent scholarship in IPE has sought to look more at the 

localized impacts of global economic and political change and raises normative 

concerns about these changes. Some of the most influential scholars within IPE 

include Susan Strange, Robert Keohane and Robert Cox. League of Nations An 

international organization established by the Treaty of Versailles (which formally 

concluded, in 1919, the First World War) that committed its members to the 

peaceful resolution of disputes and, if that failed, to a policy of collective security. 

The League was comprised of an executive council and an assembly that included 

representatives of all member states. 

Its headquarters were in Geneva, Switzerland. To refer only to the use of military 

force leaving other forms of intervention (economic sanctions for example) 

aside.The idea that there are circumstances when such interventions are legitimate 

has caused much debate in political, legal and scholarly circles as the idea conflicts 

fundamentally with the principle of sovereignty. Issues in the debate include 

whether or not the UN should formally recognise a right or duty of humanitarian 

intervention at all, if so what actions should render a state liable to intervention 

(genocide, tyranny, civil war and the breakdown of civil society are candidates 

here), and what responsibilities the intervening parties assume for the future of the 

target state.  

Idealism A liberal internationalist approach to the study of IR that is viewed as 

emerging after the First World War. Commonly idealism is associated with the US 

President Woodrow Wilson. Wilson’s Fourteen Points are often viewed as 

something of an idealist manifesto. Idealism is a term that was rarely employed by 
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its adherents and as an approach to international relations; it was derided by the 

scholar E.H. Carr as ‘Utopianism’. 

 

 

International political economy (IPE)  An approach to the study of international 

politics that concerns the study of the relationship between (international) politics 

and economics. Much IPE scholarship has focused on explaining the relationship 

between the state and the market (or market actors such as multinational 

corporations). IPE scholarship has focused on issues such as financial markets, 

global governance and international organizations, global firms and production, 

economic regionalism – and most significantly globalization. More recent 

scholarship in IPE has sought to look more at the localized impacts of global 

economic and political change and raises normative concerns about these changes. 

Some of the most influential scholars within IPE include Susan Strange, Robert 

Keohane and Robert Cox. 

League of Nations An international organization established by the Treaty of 

Versailles (which formally concluded, in 1919, the First World War) that committed 

its members to the peaceful resolution of disputes and, if that failed, to a policy of 

collective security. The League was comprised of an executive council and an 

assembly that included representatives of all member states. 

Its headquarters were in Geneva, Switzerland. Just War Theory Just War Theory is 

a political and legal tradition of thinking about armed conflict. It comprises two key 

elements. 

Jus ad Bellum explores the legitimacy, or otherwise, of war asking what constitutes 

a just cause for war and under what authority a war may be waged. A typical 

example of just cause would be self-defence and typical examples of proper 

authority would be the sovereign state or the UN Security Council. Jus in Bello 

explores questions relating to the just conduct of war. Issues explored here include 

the questions of non-combatant immunity, the proper way to treat prisoners of war 

and what tools may be employed (focusing, for example on the use of chemical and 

biological weapons, anti-personnel landmines or tactics such as the carpet bombing 

of industrial infrastructure). This approach is centuries old but recent additions to  

 

the literature include a greater emphasis on humanitarian crises as legitimizing 

armed intervention (Jus ad Vim) and questions of Jus Post Bellum which looks at 

just peace settlements and the social and political reconstruction of a defeated or 

occupied territory. 
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Liberalism Like realism, liberalism (sometimes pejoratively termed idealism or 

utopianism) is a very broad tradition comprising many distinct and often antithetical 

points of view. In IR textbooks liberalism is principally associated with the 

internationalism of inter-war liberals such as Woodrow Wilson and, more recently, 

with the work of neo-liberal institutionalists such as Robert Keohane and Joseph 

Nye (see Chapter 1). Liberalism is therefore described in broad terms as relying on 

claims about the impact of interdependence, the benefits of free trade, collective 

security and the existence of a real harmony of interests between states. 

In political theory or political philosophy, liberalism is explored in significantly 

different terms. There liberalism is presented as a set of normative or moral claims 

about the importance of individual freedoms and rights. Lens of gender applying 

the ‘lens of gender’ is a metaphor employed by V. Spike Peterson and Ann Sisson 

Runyan to demonstrate the potentially transformative capacity of feminist IR 

scholarship. Some scholars suggest that we can study women and gender using 

essentially the same methodologies found within mainstream IR (an approach that 

has been characterized Just War Theory Just War Theory is a political and legal 

tradition of thinking about armed conflict. It comprises two key elements. Jus ad 

Bellum explores the legitimacy, or otherwise, of war asking what constitutes a just 

cause for war and under what authority a war may be waged. A typical example of 

just cause would be self-defence and typical examples of proper authority would be 

the sovereign state or the UN Security Council. Jus in Bello explores questions 

relating to the just conduct of war. Issues explored here include the questions of 

non-combatant immunity, the proper way to treat prisoners of war and what tools 

may be employed (focusing, for example on the use of chemical and biological 

weapons, anti-personnel landmines or tactics such as the carpet bombing of 

industrial infrastructure). This approach is century’s old but recent additions to the 

literature include a greater emphasis on humanitarian crises as legitimizing armed 

intervention (Jus ad Vim) and questions of Jus Post Bellum which looks at just 

peace settlements and the social and political reconstruction of a defeated or 

occupied territory. 

Liberalism Like realism, liberalism (sometimes pejoratively termed idealism or 

utopianism) is a very broad tradition comprising many distinct and often antithetical 

points of view. In IR textbooks liberalism is principally associated with the  

 

internationalism of inter-war liberals such as Woodrow Wilson and, more recently, 

with the work of neo-liberal institutionalists such as Robert Keohane and Joseph 

Nye (see Chapter 1). Liberalism is therefore described in broad terms as relying on 

claims about the impact of interdependence, the benefits of free trade, collective 

security and the existence of a real harmony of interests between states. In political  
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Theory or political philosophy, liberalism is explored in significantly different 

terms. There liberalism is presented as a set of normative or moral claims about the 

importance of individual freedoms and rights. Lens of gender applying the ‘lens of 

gender’ is a metaphor employed by V. Spike Peterson and Ann Sisson Runyan to 

demonstrate the potentially transformative capacity of feminist IR scholarship. 

Some scholars suggest that we can study women and gender using essentially the 

same methodologies found within mainstream IR (an approach that has been 

characterized as ‘add women and stir’). Applying gendered lenses implies the 

adoption of a broader approach – one in which the main categories of analysis that 

we use in IR are revealed as reflecting gendered biases. 

Martialism A tradition that glorifies war and military conquest and highlighted by 

Nabulsi (1999) as one of the central attitudes to war in post-Enlightenment Europe. 

Multilateralism The idea that multiple countries can cooperate and work together 

in concert. Multilateralism is usually associated with countries working through 

international institutions (or multilateral institutions) such as the United Nations. 

The term ‘multilateral system’ is often employed to refer to cooperation between 

states working within institutionalized frameworks of cooperation such as 

international law and the United Nations system. Multilateralism is usually 

contrasted with unilateralism. 

Multinational Corporation (MNC) When firms that are based in one country 

establish operations such as factories or offices in another country, then that firm 

has gone ‘multinational’. The original country is often referred to as the ‘home’ 

country and the overseas country as the ‘host’ country. Some MNCs are horizontally 

organized, meaning that all of their overseas branches replicate almost exactly what 

they do in the home country. Firms such as McDonald’s or the retail chains K-Mart 

and GAP would fall into this category. Other firms are vertically organized, which 

means that different elements of their production process are located in different 

parts of the world. Many manufacturing firms in industries such as electronics, 

motor vehicle production and textiles and clothing fall into this category. 

Mutually assured destruction (MAD)The possession of a level of nuclear 

capability by two adversaries, which ensures that both sides would destroy one 

another in the event of nuclear war. Both states therefore possess what is called  

 

‘second strike capability’ (a quantity of nuclear weapons, sufficiently well 

protected, that would allow the state to respond in near-equal or equal measure to a 

surprise nuclear attack by its adversary). MAD is often related to ideas of nuclear 

weapons acting as a ‘deterrent’ and is associated with the arms race that occurred 

during the Cold War whereby both sides sought to maintain nuclear parity. 
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National interest broadly this concept refers to the overall interests of a state. 

National interest, therefore, is more than just the interests of a particular 

government. However the concept of national interest is highly problematic because 

it rests on assumptions that we actually know what the ‘nation’ is and that it is 

possible to identify a common set of interests. 

Neo-Gramscians A group of scholars who have sought to apply the work of the 

Italian Marxist Antonio Gramsci to the study of international politics. The work of 

Robert Cox has been particularly influential in the development of a Neo-Gramscian 

position. 

Neo-liberal institutionalism an approach to both IR and international political 

economy associated with the work of scholars such as Robert Keohane and Joseph 

Nye. Neo-liberal institutionalism differs considerably from traditional liberal 

approaches in IR such as idealism because it adopts the positivist and structuralist 

methodology associated with neo-realism. Neo-liberal institutionalism shares almost 

all of the central tenets of neo-realist theory, but differs fundamentally on the role 

of institutions in IR. Keohane, for example, pointed to the role of formal 

intergovernmental institutions, regimes and established conventions in international 

politics as playing a role in mitigating the most negative effects of international 

anarchy. 

Neo-realism Associated with the work of Kenneth Waltz, neorealism dominated the 

study of IR during the 1970s and 1980s. 

Even after the Cold War it remains highly influential. Neo-realists adopt a 

structural approach – suggesting that the existence of an international system shaped 

by anarchy structures state behaviour. In this sense, Waltz differed from traditional 

realists such as Hans Morgenthau, who located the ‘realist’ behaviour of states 

within claims concerning the selfishness of human nature. In this sense, Waltz was 

striving for a more scientific approach to the study of IR. The emergence of neo-

realism in IR is, therefore, usually associated with the rise of positivism within the 

discipline. New medievalism an idea first popularized in the 1970s by Hedley Bull 

as one possible way of conceptualizing the multilayered and fragmented nature of 

political authority in international politics. 

 

 

The term has undergone something of a revival in recent years as theorists look for 

ways of understanding world politics in a less state-centric manner. 

Normative (as in normative theory)an approach to international politics that 

makes claims about how the world should be. Ontology/ontological The study of 

reality. At its most basic we find that every theory has its own ontology or 
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understanding of the nature of reality. Often we find out a considerable amount from 

a critical examination of a theory’s ontological foundation as we find that those  

Things that are presented as ‘common sense’ or necessarily true are thought to be so 

only because of a theory’s fundamental commitment to a set of ontological truths. 

You will be amazed at what people simply assume to be true about IR, morality or 

science before they embark on a scheme of study. 

Positivism The application of a ‘scientific’ method to the study of international 

relations. The main features of the positivist method are, first, an insistence on the 

need to develop objective (unbiased) and testifiable analyses based on the study of 

observable, empirical data, and second, a commitment to developing explanations, 

and even predictions that have a direct policy relevance. 

 

Postmodernism In international relations, postmodernists seek to apply the 

theoretical insights of philosophers such as Foucault and Derrida to the discipline. 

Postmodernism is an antifoundationalist position, meaning that it challenges the 

existence of metanarratives (essentially widely accepted stories) within the 

discipline. In this sense postmodernism represents a critical approach to the study of 

IR that raises concerns about the relationship between knowledge and power. 

Post-positivist international relations those theories (including feminism, 

postmodernism and critical theory) that seek to challenge the attachment to 

positivist methods in IR. They dispute the idea that the theorist can ever be a neutral 

observer of social ‘reality’ in favour of a view encapsulated by Robert Cox when he 

argued ‘theory is always for someone and some purpose’. 

Private military companies (PMCs) Private companies that take on military 

functions that are traditionally controlled by the state. PMCs are often seen as a 

more organized form of mercenary activity. PMCs might also be involved in 

ostensibly non-combat roles such as providing security guards in conflict zones1 

Public international law International law reflects the fact that it is constructed by 

a non-hierarchical system of sovereign states to apply to interactions between them 

as well as to interactions of other international actors. International law is based 

primarily on the consent of states and is drawn from treaties between states and 

customary state practise. International law has developed rapidly since the 

establishment of the UN but in core areas where progressive international law  

 

collides with the self-interest of states (environmental law, humanitarian law, 

especially in connection with the use of force, and on the prosecution of 

international crimes) we find a hotbed of political activity. 

Realism Realism is a general term for a particular set of theoretical approaches to 

the study of IR. Realism has been the dominant intellectual paradigm since the ‘first 
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great debate’ between realists and liberals in the inter-war period and it set the 

agenda for the study of IR. Realists argue for a scientific approach to the study of IR 

and seek empirical truths or objective laws that can explain the dynamics of world 

politics. Realism is divided into two principal traditions. Classical realism suggests 

that human nature provides the central motor of international political actions. 

Neorealists argue that the anarchical nature of the system is what shapes the 

character of IR. Both traditions argue that the objective study of IR is the study of 

state power in an anarchical system. 

This focus allows them to ‘cut away’ utopian ideals and nonscientific 

generalizations that offer false hope to policy-makers and to offer predictions based 

on hard ‘fact’. Regimes (as in regime theory) The study of regimes is associated 

with neo-liberal institutionalism. Broadly regimes are viewed as emerging out of a 

common desire among states and non-state actors to find solutions to specific 

international problems. Typical examples of regimes that are provided in this 

literature include the international postal service, the nuclear materials regime 

overseen by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) or the international 

trade regime overseen by the World Trade Organization. 

Regionalism A term given to the emergence of large regions as important units of 

analysis in IR. Regionalism in this book is used to refer to processes of political and 

economic integration between states that exist in close geographic proximity to one 

another. Regionalism is, however, also employed in discussions on closer ties 

between non-state actors within geographical areas (this perspective is sometimes 

referred to as the ‘new regionalism’). 
 

Security dilemma the idea of the security dilemma is particularly relevant to realist 

understandings of IR. In the realist view, the existence of international anarchy 

creates insecurity and states work to protect their national interest and, thereby, their 

survival through things like deploying extra military forces. However, the 

environment of insecurity and mistrust also means that other states will always view 

such actions as a threat to their security. 

The idea of the security dilemma can be invoked to explain arms races. 

Social constructivism the idea that many of the core categories that we use to 

explain the social world are not absolute givens, rather they reflect dominant ideas 

in society. An example of a constructivist argument in IR is seen in Alexander  

 

Wendt’s claim that ‘anarchy is what states make of it’ – that states themselves 

construct notions of international anarchy that, in turn, constrains their behaviour. 

At a deep level this approach threatens traditional or scientific theories of 

international relations because it claims that we can study the development of such 
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norms if we adopt a fundamentally non-positivist account of the development of 

social and political knowledge (see epistemology). 

Sovereignty International politics, many argue, is given its distinct character 

because the primary agents of politics are sovereign states. Sovereignty is the 

exclusive right, often described as originating in the treaty of Westphalia, to have 

exclusive authority over a geographic area and a people and is thought to be 

definitive of statehood. In the 1933 Montevideo convention on the rights and duties 

of state (the locus classicus of statehood) a state is considered a legal person in 

international law if it satisfies four criteria: it has (1) a permanent population, (2) a 

defined territory, (3) a government and (4) the capacity to enter into relations with 

other states. Debates concerning the implications of sovereignty are the staple of IR. 

Unilateralism Unlike multilateralism, unilateralism is when a state acts alone 

rather than in concert with other states Westphalian system Often used as 

shorthand for the modern states system the phrase ‘Westphalian system’ refers to a 

series of peace treaties that ended the Thirty Years War and, in so doing, introduced 

the principles of sovereignty to European IR.1 
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